
 

CHELAN DOUGLAS HEALTH DISTRICT GUIDANCE TO SCHOOLS 03-06-20 

Hello Everyone – At today’s COVID-19 session, a hot topic was the discussion on whether to 

cancel school events (state tournament participation, proms, etc.). Please be aware that at this 

time, there is no mandate by the Chelan-Douglas Health District to cancel student events or 

participation at events. As you know with the changing situations, Chelan-Douglas Health 

District guidance is subject to change.   

Below is the King County “COVID-19 Update” that was adopted by CDHD on 3/5/20. Here is the 

section with school recommendations. This will help clarify today’s discussion. If the school 

district has an event, parents have the option of opting students out if they prefer that they not 

participate or attend. There are a variety of circumstances to consider for different events, as 

well as ways to mitigate risks.  

Additional information about school recommendations: 

Public Health is not currently recommending that schools proactively close unless they have a 

confirmed case of COVID-19 in a staff member or student. 

This guidance may have been confusing for some families and schools because schools bring 

together large groups of children. School closures have significant negative impacts on our 

community. We will be providing additional information to schools about how to stay open 

safely. The considerations we have taken in our decision not to currently recommend routine 

closure at schools include: 

• Children are not known to get seriously ill from COVID-19 
• Closing schools may not be effective because some children may congregate anyway, at 
 other  locations 
• Many parents, such as healthcare workers, need to be at work. If these critical workers 
 stay  home with children it causes significant impacts on the healthcare system and 
 other institutions that are essential for our community to function 
• If schools close, some children might have to stay home with alternative caregivers, such 
 as elders, who are more vulnerable 
• We don't know how effective children are in spreading this disease 
Some children and staff may be at higher risk for severe illness because of underlying health 

conditions or a weakened immune system. Public Health advises that those people consult with 

their healthcare provider to decide the best course of action. 

Public Health also respects each individual school's decisions about closures, postponement of 

activities, or other social distancing measures – as each school knows the needs of their 

community best. 

Public Health is continually assessing our decision not to require the widespread closure of 

schools. We are continually evaluating information as it becomes available to better inform our 

decisions about proactive schools closure. 


